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Synopsis

Luxor stands on the site of ancient Thebes, EgyptA¢a -4,¢s opulent New Kingdom capital. It
encompasses the spectacular temples of Luxor and Karnak on the east bank of the Nile, and on the
west bank the vast necropolis, which includes the Colossi of Memnon, the famed Ramesseum,
Queen HatshepsutA¢a -4,¢s magnificent funerary temple, and the Valley of the Kings, riddled with
royal tombs, among them the fabled resting place of Tutankhamun. The splendor and profusion of
pharaonic monuments at Luxor justifies its reputation as the greatest outdoor museum in the world.
Reaching beyond Luxor, this book also covers all the major sites of Upper Egypt, including Abydos,
Dendera, Esna, Edfu, and Kom Ombo. Special attention is given to Aswan, one of the most
beautiful places in Egypt, with its nearby island temple of Isis at Philae. The climax of this informed
and richly illustrated book comes with the remarkable temples at Abu Simbel, with their colossal

figures of Ramesses Il and his lovely wife Nefertari cut from the living rock.
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Customer Reviews

MICHAEL HAAG is a writer and photographer based in London. He has photographed and written
Alexandria lllustrated(AUC Press 2004) and Cairo lllustrated, and he is the author of Alexandria:

City of Memory.

Beautifully illustrated book. | read it before my trip to Egypt so | could know what to expect. After the

trip, it was valuable in helping me remember details and get more details for my designing my photo



book.

Just returned from trip to Egypt. Luxor lllustrated was useful, as were a # of additional books |

bought. Recommendation: Visit Egypt!

Luxor lllustrated by Michael Haag Having just visited Egypt in the fall of this year and traveled on the
Nile to many of the famous archeological spots from the Aswan area down to Cairo, | found Michael
Haag's book Luxor: lllustrated a must. The photographs and commentary recaptured my trip, helped
to keep places | visited straight in my mind, and added to my knowledge of what | had seen. But the
book is not just for the person who has visited the places along the Nile. | would have loved to have
the book before my trip to really know what not to overlook in my travels. The book is also a
wonderful resource for anyone interested in ancient Egypt and its history by bringing to life the
images of the structures during the times of the different dynasties. | found the maps of the various
areas and the outline of the key points of the Egyptian history from 3,000 B.C. to present at the
beginning of the book very, very helpful and a great orientation that | would have loved to have with
me during my travel down the Nile. The explanations of each temple that accompanied the pictures
added greatly to my knowledge and appreciation of what | had seen and kept time periods and
dynasties straight in my mind. Haag not only gives a wonderful photographic depiction of the Luxor
area but also a glimpse at many other fascinating places that would be impossible to find time to

visit on a tour of 10 to 14 days. We highly recommend this book!
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